Urgent appeal for carers for Edinburgh’s disabled children

The Council is appealing for more people to come forward this month to care for the 50 disabled children currently needing care in Edinburgh. A campaign has been launched through press and radio advertising, as well as posters and flyers being distributed across the Capital and Lothians.

The two types of care most urgently needed are:

· Specialist Disability Foster Care: Caring full or part-time for disabled children with complex needs.

· Share the Care: Caring for disabled children with less complex needs for short, regular periods.

The children vary from toddlers to teenagers and display a wide range of disabilities and behaviours, from physical and learning disabilities to autism or Down’s Syndrome. They need extra special care and stimulation to develop their potential.

Councillor Marilyne MacLaren, Convenor of Education, Children and Families says:

 

“Caring for disabled children is a challenging task but the children have a lot to give and nurturing, supporting and guiding them into a positive future is especially rewarding.
“The process for becoming a carer is rigorous, and that is as it should be. But there are no blanket bans, so please don’t think we’ll turn you down because you’re over 40, single, or don’t own your own home. What we really need are committed people who have an enthusiasm for looking after children and an understanding of disability. 

“In return we offer comprehensive preparation and training, a high level of professional support and a weekly fee plus allowances. In the case of full-time specialist foster care the weekly fee is £361. That’s the equivalent of a full-time job, so if you’re looking for a change of career this could be for you.”

Con McCormick has been a specialist disability foster carer with the Council for around seven years. Both he and his wife are joint carers and they look after three autistic boys, two through regular respite and the other lives permanently with them. Con says:

“None of the boys speak and two have epilepsy too so it’s certainly a challenge. The worst thing is not knowing what’s wrong when they’re upset – they could be physically sore or something out of routine could have unsettled them, but it’s the small things that make it worthwhile – a smile or a look let you know you’re getting through to them and making a difference. Every minute of every day is special with a child with disabilities It’s not easy, but it’s worth it.”

Councillor MacLaren added: “Every young person is special but some need extra special care. With your help we can ensure that these children are given the support they need to help them go on to thrive. If you think you might have what it takes to meet the special challenges that caring for a disabled child can bring, I urge you to find out more. Please take the next step and pick up the phone today.”

Anyone interested in finding out more can call the City of Edinburgh Council free on 0800 174 833 or visit www.edinburgh.gov.uk/fostering 

-Ends-

Notes:

For more information about this press release, please call: Sara Dunbar (Media Officer) on 469 3356  or e-mail: sara.dunbar@edinburgh.gov.uk
1
Specialist foster care for disabled children means offering at least a two-year commitment to care for a disabled child, either on a full-time or part-time basis. The children are usually aged between 2 and 12.These children are affected by a disability which can include autism, Down’s Syndrome and learning disabilities. Some children may have a physical disability and are wheelchair users. A number have hearing or sight impairments or complex medical needs. A few of the children may also have experienced abuse or neglect. Some children live with their parents and need very regular respite. Others need full-time foster care.

2
‘Share the Carers’ look after disabled children for short, regular periods, usually one weekend in four, as well as holidays breaks of one or two weeks per year. The children vary from toddlers up to teenagers and they display a wide range of disabilities and behaviours. Some have difficulty with communication and show challenging behaviour. Others may have a physical or learning disability. Children with hearing or sight impairments also require this service. The children all live with their families in their local communities. The children and their families benefit from short, regular breaks and their families need to plan this time ahead.

3
Lots of different people can provide care for a disabled child 

· you must be over 21 years old 

· you can be single, married or part of a long-term relationship 

· you can be a tenant or homeowner 

· you might have children of your own, or you might not 

· you don’t need to be well-off or in work. 

4
What we need from you:

· experience of caring for children

· an understanding or experience of disability

· a spare room in your home

· an adult at home or available out with school hours to support the child 

· willingness to work with parents, social workers and other professionals

· energy, patience, commitment and a sense of humour! 

5
What we offer: 

· a weekly fee of £361 for full-time care (pro-rata for part-time)

· a daily fee of up to £25 for Share the Care

· generous maintenance allowances for the child

· comprehensive preparation and ongoing training

· high quality professional support 

· the chance to meet and share your experiences with other carers. 
