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12 May 2008


New campaign in Edinburgh to attract foster carers

A new campaign to attract foster carers in Edinburgh is being launched today to coincide with the start of Foster Care Fortnight.

The Council’s Caring for our Children campaign – which aims to attract foster carers, share the carers, day carers and adopters - has been refreshed with new campaign material developed in consultation with staff and carers. It will feature on buses, taxis, posters, flyers and press ads.

There are currently 40 children waiting for a foster care placement in Edinburgh and the campaign’s aim is to urge those who have thought about fostering before to take the next step.  People are needed for all schemes of care but the emphasis for Foster Care Fortnight is specifically to recruit foster carers for some of the city’s most vulnerable children.

Councillor Marilyne MacLaren, Convenor of Education, Children and Families says:

“Some children come to foster carers at very short notice. Most will need reassurance and support because they’ve had to leave their own family and get used to unfamiliar people and a strange home. They usually need a lot of time, understanding and good physical care.

 “The process for becoming a foster carer is rigorous, and that is as it should be. But there are no blanket bans, so please don’t think you will be turned down because you’re over 40, for example, single, or don’t own your own home. What we really need are understanding and committed people who have an enthusiasm for looking after young people.

“In return you will be given comprehensive preparation and training, a high level of professional support, a weekly fee plus allowances and the chance to meet and share your experiences with other carers.

“I am very pleased that we plan to raise the payment for foster carers over the next few years. It is important that people do not feel they can’t afford to be foster carer. ”
Tracy Thomson is 17 and is in foster care with the City of Edinburgh Council. She’s been with her current carers for eight years. Tracey is very positive about her time in care and would encourage more carers to come forward to ensure that other children in need are given a chance to grow up in a safe and loving family home.

She said: “My foster carers treat me as one of their own so I feel like I’m just part of the family and no different from any of my friends. We do the normal things that any family does and we go on holiday together and have a great laugh. I think a good foster carer is caring, calm and treats you with respect. If you can be like this you should think about fostering.”

To find out more about foster care go along to the Council’s drop in day on Thursday 22nd May between 10am and 8pm at the Thistle Hotel. Staff and foster carers will be on hand to answer any questions people might have.

Anyone interested in finding out more about fostering can call the City of Edinburgh Council free on 0800 174 833 or visit www.edinburgh.gov.uk/fostering

 -Ends-

Notes:

For more information about this press release, please call: Sara Dunbar (Media Officer) on 469 3356  or e-mail: sara.dunbar@edinburgh.gov.uk
1.  Fostering means providing temporary care for children who cannot live with their own families, sometimes for weeks, months or for the rest of their childhood. 

2. Lots of different people can foster a child with the City of Edinburgh Council:

· You must be over 21 years old.

· You can be single, married or part of a long-term relationship. 

· You can be a tenant or homeowner. 

· You might have children of your own, or you might not.

· You don’t need to be well-off or in work

3. A Drop in Day has been arranged on Thursday 22nd May at the Thistle Hotel, St James Centre, Edinburgh, between 10am and 8pm. Council staff and foster carers will be on hand to answer any questions.

4. Foster Care Fortnight, co-ordinated by national charity the Fostering Network, is an annual campaign to raise awareness of fostering and to recruit more foster carers. For more information, visit: www.couldyoufoster.org.uk
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