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Friday 1 May 
MORE PERMANENT HOMES FOR KIDS IN NEED OF A 
LOVING FAMILY

City Children & Families Leader Cllr Marilyne MacLaren has hailed the success of an ongoing campaign to recruit more permanent carers for children.  Twenty nine families and individuals have been approved as adopters or permanent foster carers in the last 12 months, compared to eighteen in 2007/8.
Despite this success, there is still a shortage of permanent families for some children in care, especially for children and babies up the age of eight years old and for sibling groups. 

City Children and Families Leader Cllr. Marilyne MacLaren said:

                                                                                                                 

“On behalf of the city I would like to thank all those who have made this huge life-long commitment to change the lives of Edinburgh’s vulnerable children for the better. 

“At any one time around 15-20 children need permanent care in Edinburgh so although we have seen an increase in carers over the last year, we still need more people to come forward.

“Every child is special and needs to grow up in a loving family, so if you think you might have what it takes, please come along to our drop in evening where our staff will be on hand to answer any questions you may have.”

The drop in evening will take place on Tuesday 5 May, 7-9pm at Claremont House, 130 East Claremont Street, Edinburgh and is an opportunity to learn more about permanent fostering and adoption.

Anyone interested in adoption and permanent fostering can attend the event, call 0131 556 6787, or visit www.edinburgh.gov.uk/adoption  

Media contact: 
Gareth Jones

Media & Communications Officer

Tel: 0131 529 4489
Gareth.jones@edinburgh.gov.uk 

Notes to Editors:

1. 
Adoption is a lifelong commitment. It’s about providing a permanent family for a child or children in care, who cannot, for whatever reason, return home. When you adopt a child, you take on all the rights and responsibilities for the child that the birth parent had.
2. 
Permanent Fostering is a lifelong commitment. It’s about providing a permanent family for a child or children in care who cannot for whatever reason, return home. When you permanently care for a child, you share the legal rights and responsibilities for the child with the City of Edinburgh Council.

3. 
Lots of different people can adopt or permanently foster a child with the City of Edinburgh Council:

§         You must be over 21 years old.

§         You must be able to make a commitment to a child for life.

§         You can be single, married or part of a long-term relationship. 

§         You can be a tenant or homeowner. 

§         You may or may not have children of your own.
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