On Thursday 12th March 2009, EACG held a seminar titled ‘Wid Ye Credit It? Making sense of the global economic crisis’. The key questions we posed to the public were; Why has the credit crunch happened? Who are the winners and losers? What can we do about it?

The speakers for this event were Professor Simon Clark from the University of Edinburgh’s Department of Economics and Bill Scott, Policy and Parliamentary Officer with Inclusion Scotland. Both speakers gave their views on the key questions, sparking responses from everyone attending.
There was a great turn out to this seminar, with a diverse audience, many of whom were new to EACG. It was clear that the 60-strong audience was fired up about the current financial crisis; people were knowledgeable of both the local and global dimensions, and had come prepared to share not just problems, but solutions. The breakout discussions covered a huge range of topics: from the housing market, national public/private interests, and the global economy, to social/cultural values, self-sufficiency, and alternative systems of exchange. These led to a lively wider discussion of the public response to the financial crisis. 
This event was clearly a success in generating democratic dialogue around a mammoth issue, the scale and complexity of which can often stifle rather than encourage discussion. The energy and enthusiasm of these discussions was a welcome alternative to the demotivating and depressing effects of the financial crisis.
