Edinburgh Active Citizenship Group

If the Wells Run Dry... What will happen to oil and water in the 21st Century?"
Note of first seminar on oil depletion/peak oil held on Thursday 1 November 2007
Environmental activist, Mandy Meikle spoke about:

· The use and importance of oil 

· The debate around peak oil/oil depletion

· The implications for us and what we can do about it

Oil is a fuel and a raw material – it is therefore used in transport, heating, agriculture, medicines, the production of goods, plastics and a wide range of other areas.

Accurate information on peak oil is hard to find and often hidden – oil is not running out as such, or not immediately anyway, but we are using more than we are discovering.  The remaining oil is harder to get at and therefore more expensive.

This has huge implications for every aspect of our lives, as has the linked issue of climate change.  We need to act as individuals, communities and governments in a range of ways including:

· Transition towns

· Carbon neutral towns

· Local food schemes

· Investing in alternatives

· Changes in our lifestyles and how we travel

Mandy’s mantra - ‘Never do nothing for fear of doing too little’

There is no combination of alternatives that will allow us to consume as we do today.

In the discussion which followed, participants raised a range of issues including:

· Debate around the merits of fair trade versus buying locally

· The need for education and dialogue

· The need to resist consumerism and not buy all the latest gadgets

· The need to confront transnational corporations

· Our responsibilities as global citizens

For more information

http://www.oilcrashmovie.com
This site shows ‘A Crude Awakening’ a 90 minute documentary on the planet’s dwindling oil resources.

http://www.odac-info.org
Oil Depletion Analysis Centre (ODAC) is a UK educational charity raising public awareness regarding the oil depletion problem.

http://www.theoildrum.com
The Oil Drum is a discussion site regarding energy and our future

http://transitiontowns.org
This is a WIKI on transition towns

http:// transitionculture.org

Looks at solutions to peak oil problem using managed energy descent and permaculture

http://www.aspo-global.org
Website of the Association for the Study of Peak Oil and Gas

http://www.fraw.org.uk
Section on Energy Beyond Oil Projects based on Paul Mobb’s book

http:// www.lastoilshock.com
Website for journalist David Strahan who has written the book ‘The Last Oil Shock’

