X-factor or X-cluded Seminar Report
On Thursday 11 June 2009, about 60 people took part in the ‘X-Factor or X-cluded’ seminar at the Godfrey Thomson Hall, Moray House School of Education.  The seminar aimed to provide an opportunity for everyone to discuss with young people what matters to them now and their vision for the future.
The event addressed the following questions:

· What’s the future for young people and society in Scotland and beyond?

· What’s your vision for a better world for young people to inherit?

· What can we do to make it a reality?

· What are young people’ concerns now and what are they doing about them?

The seminar was chaired by john Loughton, Celebrity Big Brother Winner and former Scottish Youth Parliament chair and heard contributions from Michael Dunn and Dan Glass, direct action campaigners from Plane Stupid Scotland; and Ian Fyfe, lecturer in Youth Work at the University of Edinburgh.  Three young people also spoke about what they were involved in and what motivated them – Jordan Irvine spoke about his involvement with his local youth forum; Elena Soper spoke about her involvement in Amnesty International and Adam Ramsay spoke about his experience with Edinburgh University Student Association.

In the participative discussion that followed, participants divided into groups to discus the questions and the contributions of the speakers.  A lively and wide-ranging discussion took place on young people’s participation in politics, the role of citizenship education, media portrayal of young people, relationships between younger and older people.  The cross-generational nature of the discussion was commented on favourably by many contributors.

Further information on some of the issues raised by the seminar is available from the following:
http://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/icele/downloads/Young_People-s_Attitudes_to_Politics_Nestle_Family.pdf
http://www.spreckley.co.uk/nestle/my-voice-my-vote.pdf
http://www.jrf.org.uk/sites/files/jrf/1859353096.pdf
http://www.ycc.uk.net/publications/literaturereview/LiteratureReviewfulldocument.pdf
http://www.ycc.uk.net/publications/HeadsUp.pdf
 
http://www.civicyouth.org/PopUps/FactSheets/FS_08_exit_polls.pdf
http://www.whitlam.org/whitlam/images/projects/documents/youngpeople_imaginingdemocracy_literature_review.pdf.
http://www.aec.gov.au/About_AEC/Publications/youth_study/youth-study-5/youth-electoral-study-05.pdf
http://www.aec.gov.au/pdf/publications/youth_study_2/youth_electoral_study_02.pdf
