Endless Cutbacks Seminar report
On Wednesday 17th November 2010, about 65 people took part in the ‘Endless Cutbacks’ seminar at the Godfrey Thomson Hall, Moray House School of Education.
The event addressed the following questions:

· Is there enough anger and dissent?

· Are people being pushed into poverty to ‘fix’ the economy?

· Can there be a Scottish alternative?
The seminar was chaired by Ian Martin, Honorary Fellow, University of Edinburgh and the speakers were Ann Henderson, Assistant Secretary STUC; Janet Fenton, Peace and Justice Community Organiser; Neil Davidson, Senior Research Fellow, School of Applied Social Sciences, University of Strathclyde.

They each gave a stimulating contribution including an analysis of the current economic situation, the background and causes, impact and possible responses.
Participants then discussed the questions and the speakers’ contributions in small groups before the seminar was opened up for wider discussion and debate. 

Further information on some of the issues raised by the seminar is available from the following websites:

Scottish Trades Union Congress, 333 Woodlands Road, Glasgow G3 6NG

Tel 0141 337 8100
Fax 0141 337 8101
e-mail info@stuc.org.uk
www.stuc.org.uk
Edinburgh Peace and Justice Resource Centre, St John's Church. Princes Street

Edinburgh EH2 4BJ
Telephone: 0131 229 0993
Email: contact@peaceandjustice.org.uk

www. peaceandjustice.org.uk

Neil Davidson books:  

The Origins of Scottish Nationhood, Pluto Press, London and Sterling Virginia, 2000.

Discovering the Scottish Revolution, 1692-1746. Pluto Press, London and Sterling Virginia, 2000. www.plutobooks.com
UK government website:  www.direct.gov.uk
UK parliament website:  www.parliament.uk

Scottish government website: www.scotland.gov.uk

Scottish parliament website: www.scottish.parliament.uk

BBC website article, ‘Spending Review: Clegg attacks IFS over cuts analysis’ :  www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-11603419

‘Spending Cuts – the Fightback begins’, Guardian article, 12th Nov 2010:  www.guardian.co.uk/politics/2010/nov/12/spending-cuts-fightback-begins
www.heraldscotland.com

www.newsnetscotland.com
www.caledonianmercury.com
A petition has been launched as part of a campaign to defend university humanities and social sciences departments against cuts.  Campaign website:  www.humanitiesmatter.wordpress.com
