EDINBURGH’S ACTIVE CITIZENSHIP GROUP

The group is a partnership of workers from a range of organisations involved in, or interested in developing, active citizenship. 

Core group members from:
· City of Edinburgh Council Children and Families Department

· Community Learning and Development 
· Planning and Performance (Engagement and Involvement)

· Workers’ Educational Association

· University of Edinburgh,  Department of Higher and Community Education
· Edinburgh Napier University
· CA(I)RE

· Edinburgh Voluntary Organisations Council

Other colleagues contribute by e.g. facilitating seminar groups, encouraging/transporting groups from local areas to seminars, follow- up activities in local areas.

Policy Context

The group’s general activities relate to National Outcomes:

3 – We are better educated, more skilled and more successful, renowned for our research and innovation.
11 – We have strong, resilient and supportive communities where people take responsibility for their own actions and how they affect others.
In addition, the content of specific seminars relates to other national outcomes, e.g. ‘X-Factor or X-Cluded?’(June 2009) – National Outcome 4: Our young people are successful learners, confident individuals, effective contributors and responsible citizens

How Good Is Our Community Learning and Development 2:

Key Area 2 – Impact on service users: 2.1

Key Area 3 - Impact on staff and volunteers: 3.1

Key Area – Impact on the community: 4.1

Key Area 5 – Processes and delivery: 5.1, 5.7, 5.8, 5.9

Key Area 8 – Partnerships and resources: 8.1

Background

On 2nd March 1999 workers from Edinburgh and the Lothians who were already involved in what could be termed 'Active Citizenship' work were invited to a meeting, by the Community Education Worker at Leith Academy, to share information and to consider how the work could be co-ordinated. 
Individuals and agencies had approached the work from different angles and had been involved in it for varying lengths of time - ranging from a few months to more than twenty years.  In May 1997 and June 1998, Community Education had held highly successful public seminars as part of the advertised adult education programme, one on the new Scottish Parliament and the other on the impact of the parliament on local government. 

Community Education had a strong track record in community development work that embraced active citizenship, such as Women into Public Life, the Adult Learning Project's Democracy Group, the development of the Drylaw Neighbourhood Centre and the Adult Learners’ Forum in Edinburgh (ALFiE). 

 For some, the imminent arrival of the Scottish Parliament brought an urgency to the development of learning courses around the general topic of government and specifically on the new Parliament's implications for the lives of people in Scotland. For others, well-established courses on the broad topic were becoming over-subscribed and the demand for places was rising.

Definitions

There are a number of different ways of defining Active Citizenship, ranging between increased charitable giving, volunteering, political education and action for social change.

· Citizenship: the development of rights, responsibilities, duties and appropriate conduct of an active and involved member of a community. 
(Education Dept, Service Improvement Plan, 2001-05)
· Citizenship is about making informed choices and decisions, and about taking action, individually and as part of collective processes. 
(Education for Citizenship in Scotland paper, Learning & Teaching Scotland 2000)

· Active citizenship: the active involvement and participation of people in the affairs that concern them as individuals and as members of wider society. 

(People, Power & Parliament Resource Pack, EACG, 2001)

· The most citizen-like of activism is that which extends social rights, or which agitates for 
       the state to enact legislation that extends social rights - (Professor Lyndsay Paterson)
Activities

Edinburgh's Active Citizenship Group organises participatory public events on the theme of Active Citizenship, with many relating to the new Parliament.  Most seminars have been held in Edinburgh’s City Chambers. 

· The first, 'Rough Guide to the Scottish Parliament' in April 1999 covered voting systems and elements of the Consultative Steering Group's Report.

· The second Rough Guide, in September 1999, looked at the Parliament's agenda, and at methods of participation for individuals and civic society as a whole, e.g. through the Scottish Civic Forum. Both the events were attended by more than one hundred people and were over-subscribed.

· 'The People's Guide to the Scottish Parliament: How's It Daein?' was held in February 2000. 

· 'The Press, the Parliament or the People,' in September 2000

· New Local Government seminars series, in Spring 2001, looked at the new local authority structure in Edinburgh
· 'Participation Matters,' with the SCF in December 2001, brought together MSPs, members of the Scottish Executive and people from all over Scotland

· 'Global City, Local Action' with the World Development Movement in November 2002 explored the effects of globalisation
· 'War: A Necessary Evil?' in June 2003

· 'Hooray for Holyrood?' looking at the parliament four years on, in June 2003

· 'Fear & Loathing in Auld Reekie,' anti-social behaviour and young people, March 2004

· March 2005 – ‘Unfair Trade?  Prostitution and the Sex Industry in Scotland’.  Run as part of Edinburgh’s International Women’s Day activities, in partnership with Zero Tolerance.

· Summer 2005 – G8… Cannae Wait?  Two linked seminars
· 22nd June: Making Poverty History – G8 or demonstrate?
· 20th July: G8: What was all the fuss about?
· 21st March 2006 – A World divided: The Politics of ‘Good’ and ‘Evil’.  At this seminar we asked people what they thought were the big issues facing the world to help us to plan our programme.  Most people felt that environmental issues relating to the earth’s resources were most important.
· 28th November 2006 – Who’s Got the Energy?  What can we do about energy issues as consumers and as citizens?

· 15th March 2007 – Flying to the End of the Earth?  Air travel in the face of climate change

· 1st November 2007 – If the Wells Run Dry:  What will happen to oil and water in the 21st century?  (The second seminar in this series, to focus on water, was to take place on 29th November but was cancelled after both speakers pulled out at short notice.)

· 27th February 2008 – Modern Day Slavery: Making the links, Breaking the chains.  Marking the 200th anniversary of the abolition of the slave trade.  In partnership with the WEA, which ran a series of related activities.
· 12th March 2009 – Wid Ye Credit It?  Making sense of the global economic crisis

· 11th June 2009 – X-Factor or X-Cluded? What’s the future for young people and society in Scotland and beyond?

The purpose of all these events is to provide time and space for informed debate about current issues and for members of the public to air and debate their views with policy makers and decision makers.  The group has developed considerable expertise in structuring large public events in ways that create opportunities for meaningful dialogue between invited speakers and participants.  Each event has had high calibre speakers including academics, media figures and MSPs.  We attract a wide cross section of the population of Edinburgh, including working class and disabled people, mainly because community workers have actively worked in their areas to develop debate and enable local people to participate in the City wide seminars.

In order to promote and develop Active Citizenship work, the Group broadened its activities to include:

· Commissioning learning materials such as the pack ‘People, Power and Parliament.’

· Training, including in the use of the pack

· Producing ‘The Power of Participation’, a guide to organising participatory events  

· Networking with a broad range of voluntary and other organisations

· Setting up a web site:  http://www.egfl.net/activecitizenship/
ACTIVE INFORMED CITIZENSHIP 

“The unsung backbone of the entire twenty-year campaign for a Scottish parliament has been Scotland’s network of community educators.”

(From a speech by Professor Lyndsay Paterson, of the University of Edinburgh at the WEA’s ‘Celebrating Learning’ conference, 2000)

There is already a fine history of workers in Edinburgh engaging with the more challenging, problematic or controversial aspects of active citizenship work, e.g. supporting groups who may want to protest or campaign against decisions or policies of central, devolved or local government.   

We believe that there is a need to embrace a definition of active citizenship that includes political education, encompassing political literacy (understanding past and current political structures, beliefs and ideologies), and education for social change (critical analysis of the present, articulation of aspirations for the future, taking democratic action to facilitate change).  Active citizenship can take place in local communities but also in communities of interest, including global communities.

The term 'Active Informed Citizenship' may be more appropriate in order to emphasise the need for reflective, critical thinking to inform action. 

http://www.egfl.net/activecitizenship/
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